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YOUTUBE TRAIN SOUND EFFECTS, 13 SECONDS 
 
The railroad was a breaking hit during the Industrial Revolution. It allowed people to have the 
possibility to be awaken of the world around them. Being able to travel to different destinations 
while enjoying the sceneries during their journey was unusual for the people. President Nixon 
signing the Congressional Rail Passenger Service Act for liable transportation was only the 
beginning for the major railroad company Amtrak. 
 

YOUTUBE VINTAGE AMTRAK TV COMMERCIALS, 19 SECONDS, “ITS EASY 
COME…YOU GO AMTRAK” 

 
The Act enforced the United States 21 passenger railroads into one. Amtrak’s rise in the 70s led 
to their partnerships of the continuous establishments of new routes, installment of new ticketing 
reservations, takeover of operations, and completion or rehabilitation of 61 stations. While also 
competing with other sources of transportation Amtrak had its major shares of campaigns. 
Including their “All Aboard Amtrak,” campaign.  
 

YOUTUBE VINTAGE AMTRAK TV COMMERCIALS, 23 SECONDS, “NEXT TIME YOU’RE…A 
TRAIN ALL ABOARD” 

 
The All Aboard Amtrak campaign was a way to encourage customers to choose Amtrak over 
flying. Designs of the trains were even created to be more round resembling planes. In hopes of 
loyal plane travelers may take their interest in their direction. 
 

YOUTUBE REAR VIEW-AMRAK’S EMPIRE BUILDER- ENTERING & DEPARTING 
MILWAUKEE, 24 SECONDS, “AND GOOD AFTERNOON…NEW TRAIN STATION” 

 
Today, Amtrak’s mission is to, Deliver intercity transportation with superior safety, customer 
service and financial excellence.  
 
I have been a loyal customer for 5 years and I have always expected to feel safe riding Amtrak, 
but I can say that's not always the case. 
 
Amtrak has a program in place called the Partners for Amtrak Safety and Security: Protecting 
American Railroads. The program encourages passengers to help employees by being attentive 
when seeing suspicious circumstances while traveling. Amtrak considers its load of passengers 
in multiple destinations when applying safety and security. They reinforce this commitment in 
various aspects through their Amtrak Police Department. But what happens if it wasn’t someone 
on the train that is causing harm, but the train itself. 
 

YOUTUBE TRAIN COLLISION IN SOUTH CAROLINA KILLS TWO AMTRAK 
PERSONNEL, 7 SECONDS, “WE’LL BEGIN THIS…CXX CRATE TRAIN”  
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YOUTUBE AMTRAK TRAIN CRASH OUTSIDE RENO, NEVADA, 12 SECONDS, “A 
TRACKTER TRUCK…SOME HAVE DIED”  
YOUTUBE ‘MULTIPLE FATALITIES’ ON DERAILED AMTRAK TRAIN, 6 SECONDS, 
“MULTIPLE CARS AND…ONTO THE ROAD” 

 
According to the Federal Railroad Administration the number of accidents involving Amtrak have 
grown tremendously in the past decade. So many to the point where Major accidents are 
recognized by the media more than smaller accidents that cause deaths. The vast majority of 
rail deaths involve pedestrians trespassing along the tracks or collisions with vehicles at road 
crossings, rather than train passengers. 
 
The portrayal of Amtrak through past commercials, safety and security awareness on websites, 
and the happy faces of clerks is only part of the Amtrak story. Nothing prepares you for what 
you think are minimum occurrences of crashes when in fact they’re very common.  
 

PASSENGER DOLORES MARTINEZ, “MY NAME IS…PASSENGER OF VEHICLE” 
 

The train collided with a truck on Saturday March, 31 near Battle Creek, Michigan. 
 
This was my second time within the period of four months I was a passenger of Amtrak when a 
collision occurred. However, at least this time I wasn’t alone.  
 
The sun had already went down and I had my headphones on when the all too familiar skirt to 
stop happened and everyone jerked in their seats. I took my headphones off and looked out the 
window to see flashes of light peeking through. I instantly knew the train had to of hit car and I 
began to shake my head in disgust. 
 
Once the train came to a stop the smell of the engine burning hit us as if someone blew the 
rotten cigarette smoke into our faces. Passengers from the train above started to flow through to 
our cart because the smell was too overwhelming and all we could do was wait. 
 
Two... six... ten minutes passed before the conductor got on the intercom apologizing explaining 
there was a collision, but gave us no indication on what's going to happen next. An hour of 
whispers of what's going on, people calling their families, and the dreadful anticipation of not 
knowing if it was safe to still be on the train went by. I prayed for the driver hoping that he or she 
is ok despite the horrible circumstances for it seemed as so everyone on the train were ok.  
 
My grandma and I kept each other distracted from our bladders because we were unaware if it 
was safe to leave our seats. After two hours pass we see flashlights piercing the dark outside 
our windows as engineers from the station behind us and police officers investigate the train 
from the outside.  
 
Another two hours pass when fire officials and police officers board our train walking down the 
aisle asking if we were alright. We were sitting ducks for four hours overall before the train  
 



Monique Mata-Bonilla 
“Amtrak’s Crisis: Obstacles of the Railroad” 
 3 minutes and 29 Seconds 
Page 3 of 3 
 
moved forward it wasn't until later that I found out the reason why it took so long was because 
the train was involved in the crime scene and proper investigations had to be made.  
 
Finally arriving to my destination my grandma and I received no news from Amtrak or follow up 
email asking if we were okay. It was as if it never happened. It was as if the incident was 
dropped off at the final stop of that train ride, meeting its final destination.  
 
# 
 
 


